               St. Michael & St. Francis Bulletin           July 24 & 25, 2010            Pastor: Fr. Steve Schaftlein

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

BARGAINING WITH GOD

In the first reading from Genesis today, we hear one of the most protracted deal-making scenes between a human and God in all of the Bible.  It was this sort of courageous standing toe-to-toe with the Almighty that helped earn Abraham the reputation of being a fearlessly faithful man who lived his end of the covenant and, in deep trusting faith, would call upon the Lord to live up to the other end.  Other ancient religions had accounts of mortals bartering with the divine, but for a mere man to whittle down the divinity’s requirements, to stay the wrathful hand of the heavens for the sake of a handful of the innocent, was new and remarkable.  Abraham 
began the trajectory that would find a pinnacle in Christ on the cross, where his own “faith in the power of God” (Colossians 2:12) would lead him not to care how many innocent there were, but to offer himself as a sacrifice so that all might be forgiven their transgressions and allowed to live in life eternal.

STRIKING A SCARY DEAL

In teaching his disciples how to pray, Jesus gives them the benefit of the doubt: “Forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone in debt to us” (Luke 11:4).  It is not too difficult to imagine Jesus looking around at his followers rather pointedly as he says this, eyebrows arched, perhaps emphasizing the word “everyone” as he spoke.  This, when truly prayed, is a scary invitation (or challenge) to God: forgive us in the same way and to the same degree that we forgive others.  Perhaps we count on the Almighty to live up to the forgiveness end of the bargain even when we fail to; we, therefore, don’t really seem to believe the fact that God can reserve the right to say “OK” to this invitation at any time, and make us bear the consequences.  A good barometer of whether or not we’re truly sincere in our invitation might be whether or not we break out in a cold sweat when we pray it.  Can we always count on God to be merciful and forgiving?  Yes.  Can we always count on God to honor every agreement God enters into?  Again, yes. 

Today’s Readings:  Genesis 18:20–32;  Psalm 138:1–3, 6–8;  Colossians 2:12–14;  Luke 11:1–13
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Eucharists

Sat – 5:30 pm

Sun – 11 am

Misa en Español
Domingo – 1:00 pm
	Fr. Steve Schaftlein, Pastor
sschaftlei@insightbb.com
101 St. Michael Drive, Charlestown, In 47111
Ph. 812-256-3200 - Fax 775-307-6142
Website - www.stmichaelstfrancis.com 
Office Hours – 8:30 am-1:00 pm Tues. Wed., & Fri.
Reconciliation – 5:00 pm Saturday or call the Rectory

Marriage – Please contact the pastor a year in advance.  Advent and Lent are not times for celebrations.

Baptisms of Infants or Adults Joining the Church – Please contact the DRE:  St. Michael–Juliann Eickholtz,  St. Francis–Sandy Banet.

New To The Parish:  Please call the office to register.  Please introduce yourself to the pastor at mass.

Parishioners Who Are Ill:  Please call the pastor if a relative or friend is sick.  Due to privacy laws hospitals no longer inform churches.

Bulletin Announcements:  Get all bulletin announcements to the office in writing by Tuesday evening.
	St. Francis Xavier

Henryville
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Eucharists

Sunday 

At 9:00 am

	Las Horas de la Oficina de la Secretaria – 8:30 am-1:00 pm Martes y Viernes

Reconciliación – 1:00 pm Sabado o llama la Rectoría

Casamiento – contacta el padre un año antes el día de la boda.

Advenimiento y Cuaresma no son los tiempos para las celebraciones.

Los Bautismos de los Bebés o los Adultos Afiliando a la Iglesia – Por favor, llama Fr. Steve Schaftlein, o a San Miguel – Juliann Eickholtz; a San Francisco – Sandy Banet
Miembros Nuevos de la Comunidad – Por favor, 
	introduce tu mismo al Fr. Steve Schaftlein.  También, es necesario para todas personas Católicas registrar en la parroquia.  Pregunta el padre o la secretaria para la formulario registrada.
Las Personas Que Están Enfermas:  Por favor, Llama Fr. Steve Schaftlein  (Porqué de las leyes privadas, los Hospitales no se comunican con las iglesias.)

Noticias Boletín:  Llega noticias bilingües a la oficina para la noche de los Martes.  Llega otra noticias a Fr. Steve Schaftlein para la Domingo anterior.  Es importante que se escriben las noticias.


	St. Michael Early Childhood Center – Infancy Care, Pre-S, Pre-K, Kindergarten & Day Care

Rita Poff – Director – Ph. 256-3503  Infancy Care - 2563500

El Centro para las Primeras Niñez de San Miguel - Preescolar-Kindergarten y Servicio de Guardería a Infantil

La Directora – Rita Poff – Ph. 256-3503


Mass Schedule

	
	26
	Mon
	
	NO MASS

	  Prison
	27
	Tue
	6:30 pm
	

	St. M
	28
	Wed
	6:00 pm
	

	St. FX
	29
	Thurs
	7:00 pm
	

	St. M
	30
	Fri
	8:30 am
	

	St. M
	31
	Sat
	5:30 pm
	Bernard Wessell

	St. FX
	1
	Sun
	9:00 am
	Rosemary Wessell Cantwell

	St. M
	1
	Sun
	11:00 am
	Heilbron & Viola Adams

	Hispanic
	1
	Sun
	1:00 pm
	For the people


                     Don’t forget your Mass Intentions. 
Sat., July 31 – 5:30 pm – St. Michael

Eucharistic Ministers:  J. Schafer, S. Buit
Server:  J. Worley
Gift Bearers:  S. & S. Buit family
Cantor:  N. Rash
Musician:  J. Corbett

Lector:  M. Lyons
Sun., August 1 – 9:00 am – St. Francis Xavier

Eucharistic Ministers:  Jennifer Haycraft, Darlene Reul, 
                                     Lawrence Yochum
Servers:  Tyler Haycraft, Samuel Nein
Ushers:  Angie Crabtree, Lyn Carter
Gift Bearers:  Tom & Joyce Nolot family

Lector:  Sara Becher
Sun., August 1 – 11:00 am – St. Michael 
Eucharistic Ministers:  S. Fouts, K. Hensley, J. Kinder
Servers:  C. Jackson, T. J. Jackson
Gift Bearers:  C. & J. Jackson family
Cantors:  J. & M. Wafford
Musician:  N. Kinder
Lector:  C. Dunn
ST. MICHAEL 

Rosary at 10:30 in the church

Faith Formation Registration – Classes begin Aug. 15, 9:30 a.m.  Registration will be the weekend of Jul 31-Aug. 1.

St. Michael Vacation Bible School

Thanks to all who gave of their time and talent to make our 14th VBS a success.  We had 57 students registered.  Our first thanks goes to all the adults who helped and supported:  the Gene Murphy family, Nancy Kinder, Jessica Sarver, Margie Cox, Sherry Buit, Carolyn Eickholtz, Fr. Steve, Roxana Rendon, Chuck Ledbetter, Yesy Andasol, Maria Dean, Carol DeVary, Betty Cole, Nativita Sanchez, and Marlu Garcia.  Secondly we want to say a big thank you to the youth assistants:  Kristine, Stutesman, Jacob Stutesman, Hanna Stutesman, Kate Burbrink, Gene Murphy grandchildren, Neil Hobbs, Ashley Marquez, Jose Marquez, and Mallory Hatcher.  And a sincere thank you to all others who helped make this VBS memorable:  planners, music, art & environment, storyteller, crafts, snacks, Day Care, seamstress, group leaders, etal.  Our last special thanks goes to all those who made donations.  Thank you all!
Each week we collect non-perishable food items for the North Clark Outreach Center.  There is a wooden box in the foyer for donations.
The July Catechists Meeting is Thurs. July 29 at 6 P.M. in the Rectory basement.

St. Michael Faith Formation Commission In-Service for incoming and outgoing members will be held on Thurs., Aug. 12 at 6:30 p.m. in the Multipurpose Room.  Food will be provided.  The Faith Formation Commission Mission Statement is “To teach and provide God’s Word to the community of St. Michael Parish”.

St. M. Bible Study Group Classes are canceled until Sept. 27.  

Aug. 8 - St. M. Server Training – Second Sunday of every month after 11:00 Mass.  This is for servers and for those who would like to become servers.  If interested contact Jim Worley.

Question of the Week – Luke 11:1-13
“….to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.”
Are my prayers of petition accompanied with prayers of gratitude, praise, and repentance?

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER 

Rosary before Mass 
         St. Michael/St. Francis Xavier Confirmation 

Confirmation is a sacrament that continues the welcome and belonging to the church that your child began with Baptism and continued with Eucharist.  Confirmation deepens our relationship with God by service to others.  If you are a junior or senior in the upcoming school year, you will be eligible to be confirmed in 2011.  There is a Parent/Sponsor/Candidate meeting at 3:15 on Aug. 15 at St. Francis.  Please contact Sandy or Juliann.
St. Michael and St. Francis Xavier Sacrament Preparation:  The Faith Formation Commission, the Pastor, and the Archdiocese state that a child must be enrolled and attend classes a year before receiving the Sacrament of Baptism, First Reconciliation, First Eucharist, or Confirmation.  Baptism of children under school age requires the parents to meet with the pastor.
All St. Michael/St. Francis Xavier information and forms are now available on our website:

www.stmichaelstfrancis.com.

**Remember: Faith is a gift from God and Faith Formation is a life-long growth process.  We encourage parents to attend Mass with their children.  
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    The Pastor’s Corner
Sesquicentennial Concert
Many thanks to Chuck & Kay Ledbetter and to all who sponsored and volunteered for the sesquicentennial concert.
River Crossing Assisted Living

As Charlestown continues to grow, we now have an assisted living facility next door to St. Catherine Hospital.  Now there are about 8 Catholics, including some parishioners of St. Michael, living there.  At this time we need to begin to reach out to them.  Some of the residents are able to come to mass at St. Michael if there is someone to drive them to church.  One needs a vehicle with a “wheel chair ramp”.  Some will need Eucharistic Ministers to bring communion to them on a regular basis.  If you are interested in reaching out to these residents in any way, please fill out & return the form below.
Assisted Living Ministry

Your Name: __________________________________

Phone: _______________________________________

RCIA

On August 11 we will begin our joint adult convert program, “the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults”.  Classes will meet about 3 times per month on Wednesday evenings from 7:00 to 9:00 pm at St. Paul’s in Sellersburg.  If you know of any adults who might consider becoming Catholic, invite them to consider attending the first few sessions.  St. Michael and St. Francis work together with St. Paul on the program.  This is also a great opportunity for Catholic Adults (18 years or older) to review their faith and to prepare for the Sacrament of Confirmation.

Fish Fries at St. Francis

Fridays 5-7 pm

August 6, September 3, & October 1

Some Calendar Items

Fr. Bill Ernst will be here next Saturday evening for the 5:30 pm Saturday mass while I am at Indianapolis in the afternoon for my class’s 40th anniversary celebration.  Monday through Friday (August 2-6) I will be on retreat.
                                          Fr. Steve

Collections for July 18
St. Michael                             $ 3,068.70
St. Francis Xavier                  $ 1,223.75
We are looking for an outside photo of the school during the time when it was also being used as the church.  The only picture that we have been able to find is a nighttime photo with the cross lit up.  It does not show up well and we need a clearer picture to be added to the Sesquicentennial Altar Cloth.  If you are able to find one please contact the Rectory, Glenda Minnick, or Chuck Ledbetter.
ATTENTION: In 2008 St. Michael constructed a reproduction of the First Church of St. Michael for the 2008 Bicentennial Parade.  The steeple was placed in front of the altar for several weeks before it was removed by an unknown person or persons prior to Advent season 2009.  We need your assistance in locating it for the Sesquicentennial Celebration.  If you know the whereabouts of the steeple, please contact Chuck Ledbetter, 256-3850, as soon as possible.  Thank you for your help!

150-YEAR TIME CAPSULE
St. Michael is putting together a time capsule for the sesquicentennial celebration.  It would be nice if each family could contribute something to be placed into it:  a letter to a future great-grandchild, seeds from a special tree for future generations, pictures, a roll of state quarters (or just a few examples).  Use your imagination, but be aware that there might be size limits.  For more information, suggestions, or if you would like to help, contact Jerry Lyons at 256-2189.

The Sesquicentennial Committee needs names and addresses of anyone who attended St. Michael Church and School in the past and who have now left this area.  We would like to send each of them an invitation to the 150 Year Celebration.  If you have information please list names and addresses and put them on the clip board which will be placed on a table in back of the church next to the wall by the cry room. If you have questions, call Malia at 256-6255 or 502-345-3022.  Thanks for your help!

Plan now to attend the upcoming St.Michael Sesquicentennial Events

***Sat., Aug. 28, 7-9pm at St. Michael – free sock-hop.  This is an old fashioned sock-hop with 50s & 60s music for all ages.  Sponsored by the St. M. Sesquicentennial Committee.

***Sun., Sept. 12 at St. Michael – Archbishop Daniel Buechlein of the Archdiocese of Indianapolis will celebrate with a bilingual mass at 11am. 

***Sun., Sept. 19, St. M. Septemberfest and Chicken Dinner – 11:00am-4:00pm. 

Everyone is encouraged to come out and support your parish!

To everything there is a season and a time to every purpose under heaven, a time to be born, a time to love, a time to heal, a time to die and a time of peace.” Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

PLEASE PRAY FOR HEALTH & STRENGTH:   

Nolan Banet, Roberta Bastian, Bea Beach, Cletus Bowe, Pat Broemeling, Eric Buit, Wilma Conard,  Kaydance Couch, Bobby Cross,  Shirley Durbin, Richard Eickholtz, Danny Fleming,  Sharon Glotzbach, Mike Grolmes, Judy Guthrie, Landon Guthrie, Anthony Wayne Harbeson, Jim Harbeson, Martha Harbeson, Roger Dale Harbeson, Kathleen Hensley, Ruth Higbie, Darian Higdon, Curtis Ingram, Aiden Johnson, Peggy Kelshaw, Bill Martin, Carolyn McGinnis, Travis & Stacy Morgan, Catherine Mulhall, Mitch Newland, Mary Ann Pemberton,  Ethan Phillips, Mary Ridenour, Marie Schafer, Aiden Skees, Naomi State, Pam Stoner,  Logan Westerhouse, Kat White, John Williams, Barbara Yochum, Kenneth Yost

Names will remain on the list for 6 months unless you tell us to remove them or request that they be kept longer.

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR MEN & WOMEN WHO ARE SERVING IN THE MILITARY

Matthew Beer, Brandon Beswick, Donald Bloss, Carol Bower, Jonathan Dean, Cathy Jo Donahue, Christopher Donahue, Joseph Kyle Donahue, John Emery, David Fouts, Sam Goffinet, Bradley Guernsey, Christopher Hahn, Steven Hahn, Curt Higdon, Dustin Kavanaugh, B. J. Meredith, Brian Meredith, John Mulhall, Stephen Mulhall, Thomas Mulhall, Roman Nalley, Kyle Ruiz, Jay Rutledge, Travis Williams, Troy Williams 

If you know someone who needs to be put on this list, please call the Rectory.
Wed. July 28, Virtus Training, 6:30-9:00 at the Aquinas Center with William Brewer.  Virtus Training is a requirement for any volunteer participating in various ministries where children are involved.  Pre-registration is requested to ensure that the facilitator has enough materials for the session.  You can pre-register at www.virtus.org or call 945-0354.

Sun., Aug 1 – St. Bernard/Depauw – 10AM-4PM

Country fried chicken dinner with homemade noodles in air conditioned dining room.  Drawing for 2010 Ford Focus, silent auction, 50/50 raffle, handmade quilts, games for kids, granny’s attic.

Sacred Heart will sponsor a TAPROOT DAY CAMP…MISSION: DISCOVERY
Paula Dumont, former principal at Sacred Heart, is offering a special 1-day camp for children on a journey into the secret mysteries of life on planet earth.  Explore nature from a bug’s eye view, learn new songs & dances, create artwork, play in a trash band, be a rock star, and much, much more.  The dates are Mon., Aug., 2 for ages 7-9 and Wed., Aug 4 for ages 10-12.  The time is 10:00 AM-2:00 PM and the cost is $40 per child (includes all materials and healthy snacks).  For more information or to register go to www.taprootky.com or call Paula at 270-735-1216.  Space is limited, so hurry and snag a spot!

Fri., Aug. 6 & Sat. Aug 7, 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m., St. Joe Hill Annual Parish Yard Sale held in air-conditioned hall.  All proceeds to benefit the church.

Sat. Aug. 7, Hosparus free volunteer training, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., (lunch is included) at 624 E. Market St., New Albany.  Hosparus–Southern Indiana is in need of volunteers.  To register or for more information, contact Vonya Gresham at vgresham@hosparus.org,  812-945-4596, or 800-895-5633.
Sun., Aug. 8, 10a.m.-4p.m. – St. Mary, Lanesville

is sponsoring a “Wizard of Oz” theme picnic with Chicken & Ham dinner in Air Conditioned dining , $5,000 cash prizes, over 35 quilts to be raffled, linen/craft booth, Granny’s Attic, games, novelties, & attractions.

Mass schedule: 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

All Confirmation Coordinators are asked to please plan to attend a gathering to discuss the following over dessert.  (1) The results of the Catechetical survey that assessed the Confirmation preparation process in parishes across the Archdiocese, (2) Obstacles and challenges to the preparation process, and (3) How might OCE Faith Formation and Youth Ministry serve as a resource.  Meeting will be held 6:30–9:00 PM on Aug. 17 at the Aquinas Center.

Fri., Aug. 13, 1:30 and 7:30 pm, – Boy Scout Troop 80 (Charlestown) Fundraiser – J. R. Stuart is bringing his one-man, two-act show “The Gospel According to Mark” to Charlestown’s A & E Center.  Stuart wrote the program from the words and works of Mark Twain as a senior thesis project at Ball State University in 1985 and has been thrilling audiences with his performances since that time.  For the past 20 years he has been a featured actor and an audience favorite at Derby Dinner Playhouse. 
Tickets are $15 for adults, $12 for students and Sr. Citizens (55+) and can be obtained by calling Donna @ 256-2370.
Sat., Aug. 21, 8:30–3:00, “Matrimony: Sacrament of Enduring Love” is the theme for the Annual New Albany Catholic Conference at St. Augustine Parish Hall.  Fliers are in the church lobby or through the Catechetical Ministry Office.  The day includes morning hospitality & lunch.  Space is limited. The Parish will pay ½ of the $12.50 per person cost.  Please mail, e-mail, or fax registration by Aug. 12 to New Albany Deanery Catechetical Ministry office, 812-945-0354, www.aquinascenter.org, or equinasctr@sbcglobal.net.

