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Fourth Sunday of Lent

“LET US CELEBRATE WITH A FEAST”

As we leave winter behind and enter into the home stretch of our Lenten journey we have good reason to celebrate.  We know that with each new sunrise we will enjoy more warmth and daylight.  We know also that Christ, our risen “Sun,” is bringing more and more warmth and light into the world with each new day.  How better to celebrate than with a feast!  The first reading, the psalm, and the Gospel for this Sunday all refer to feasts.  Each of these feasts celebrates what 
the psalmest calls “the goodness of the Lord” (Psalm 34:9).  The spring Passover festival in the 
reading from Joshua celebrates God’s gift of the land of Canaan to the Israelites.  In the Gospel parable the father doesn’t give a thought to his prodigal son’s sins or to his own injured feelings.  
He proclaims, “Let us celebrate with a feast!” (Luke 15:23).  He then leaves his own banquet to encourage his elder son to “celebrate and rejoice, because your brother was dead and has come to life again” (Luke 15:32). 

MINISTRY OF RECONCILIATION

All three of these feasts point to the one banquet that we will celebrate in the promised land of heaven, and that we anticipate in the Eucharistic banquet.  At the Eucharist we celebrate the infinite forgiveness and love God has shown us in Christ.  However, we are not simply to relax at the table and drink in our own forgiveness.  St. Paul reminds us that God has “given us the ministry of reconciliation” (2 Corinthians 5:18).  Like the brothers in the parable, God’s generosity to us should open our hearts to forgive and ask forgiveness of our brothers and sisters in Christ.  Like the father in the parable, we are to be “ambassadors for Christ,” extending “the message of reconciliation” (2 Corinthians 5:19, 20) to all those who need Christ’s reconciling forgiveness.  The heavenly banquet will not be complete until all people come to the feast and “taste and see the goodness of the Lord” (Psalm 34:9). 

Today’s Readings: Joshua 5:9a, 10–12; Psalm 34:2–7; 2 Corinthians 5:17–21; Luke 15:1–3, 11–32
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Eucharists

Sat – 5:30 pm

Sun – 11 am

Misa en Español
Domingo – 1:00 pm
	Fr. Steve Schaftlein, Pastor
sschaftlei@insightbb.com
101 St. Michael Drive, Charlestown, In 47111
Ph. 812-256-3200 - Fax 775-307-6142
Website - www.stmichaelstfrancis.com 
Office Hours – 8:30 am-1:00 pm Tues. Wed., & Fri.
Reconciliation – 5:00 pm Saturday or call the Rectory

Marriage – Please contact the pastor a year in advance.  Advent and Lent are not times for celebrations.

Baptisms of Infants or Adults Joining the Church – Please contact the DRE:  St. Michael–Juliann Eickholtz,  St. Francis–Sandy Banet.

New To The Parish:  Please call the office to register.  Please introduce yourself to the pastor at mass.

Parishioners Who Are Ill:  Please call the pastor if a relative or friend is sick.  Due to privacy laws hospitals no longer inform churches.

Bulletin Announcements:  Get all bulletin announcements to the office in writing by Tuesday evening.
	St. Francis Xavier

Henryville
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Eucharists

Sunday 

At 9:00 am

	Las Horas de la Oficina de la Secretaria – 8:30 am-1:00 pm Martes y Viernes

Reconciliación – 1:00 pm Sabado o llama la Rectoría

Casamiento – contacta el padre un año antes el día de la boda.

Advenimiento y Cuaresma no son los tiempos para las celebraciones.

Los Bautismos de los Bebés o los Adultos Afiliando a la Iglesia – Por favor, llama Fr. Steve Schaftlein, o a San Miguel – Juliann Eickholtz; a San Francisco – Sandy Banet
Miembros Nuevos de la Comunidad – Por favor, 
	introduce tu mismo al Fr. Steve Schaftlein.  También, es necesario para todas personas Católicas registrar en la parroquia.  Pregunta el padre o la secretaria para la formulario registrada.
Las Personas Que Están Enfermas:  Por favor, Llama Fr. Steve Schaftlein  (Porqué de las leyes privadas, los Hospitales no se comunican con las iglesias.)

Noticias Boletín:  Llega noticias bilingües a la oficina para la noche de los Martes.  Llega otra noticias a Fr. Steve Schaftlein para la Domingo anterior.  Es importante que se escriben las noticias.


	St. Michael Early Childhood Center – Infancy Care, Pre-S, Pre-K, Kindergarten & Day Care

Rita Poff – Director – Ph. 256-3503  Infancy Care - 2563500

El Centro para las Primeras Niñez de San Miguel - Preescolar-Kindergarten y Servicio de Guardería a Infantil

La Directora – Rita Poff – Ph. 256-3503


Mass Schedule

	
	15
	Mon
	
	NO MASS

	St. M
	16
	Tue
	6:00 pm
	

	St. FX
	17
	Wed
	6:00 pm
	

	St. M
	18
	Thurs
	8:30 am
	

	St. M
	19
	Fri
	8:30 am
	

	St. M
	20
	Sat
	5:30 pm
	Gertrude Mayfield

	St. FX
	21
	Sun
	9:00 am
	Mike Becher

	St. M
	21
	Sun
	11:00 am
	Martyne Sheehan

	Hispanic
	21
	Sun
	1:00 pm
	For the people


Don’t forget your Mass Intentions. We need them for both parishes.

Sat., Mar.20 – 5:30 pm – St. Michael

Eucharistic Ministers:  J. Worley, C. DeVary

Server:  S. Buit
Gift Bearers:  E. Yount, M. Garrett

Cantor:  M. P. Beach

Musicians:  K. Stamper, M. Stuecker

Lector:  M. Lyons

Sun., Mar. 21– 9:00 am – St. Francis Xavier

Eucharistic Ministers:  Martha Harbeson, Jennifer Haycraft,
                                     Darlene Reul

Servers:  Emily Young, Conner Haycraft
Ushers:  Tom Nolot, Bill Short
Gift Bearers:  Jack & Kathy Cleveland family
Lector:  Ann Harbeson
Sun., Mar. 21 – 11:00 am – St. Michael 
Eucharistic Ministers:  S. Buit, M. Cox, C. Kendrick
Servers:  C. Jackson, T. J. Jackson
Gift Bearers:  T. & C. Kendrick family
Cantors:  S. & S. Buit, Adult Choir
Musician:  C. Eickholtz
Lector:  P. Broemeling

ST. MICHAEL 

Faith Formation classes for preschool thru high school 9:30 am

Rosary at 10:20 in the church

***If your child is going to be absent please call the Faith Formation office, 256-3503, on Sunday morning.

Mar. 14 – All classes meet - NCO Rosary & Music 
                  Practice - Youth Choir at 11:00 Mass

                  Gift Bearers 5th & 6th grades class

Mar. 21 – No classes - Spring Break 

Mar. 28 – All classes meet – Palm Sunday
**Remember: Faith is a gift from God and Faith Formation is a life-long growth process.  We encourage parents to attend Mass with their children.  

**Each week we collect non-perishable food items for the North Clark Outreach Center.  There is a wooden box in the foyer for donations.

*** Thanks to last week’s assistants: Cheryl Mann, Aimee Stefan, Kim Stamper, Erendida Navarro, David Gilbert, and Alicia Cole.  

*** The Faith Formation Commission Meeting is Thurs. Mar. 25, 7:00pm in the Rectory Chapel.

Server Practice is the second Sun. of each month (Mar. 14) after 11:00 Mass.
Question of the Week – Luke 13:1-9

“A man had two sons……….”

How am I the child who remained on the estate?  How am I the Prodigal Son?  How am I the parent?
The Prayer Group at St. Michael welcomes anyone to come and pray with them at 6 PM every Monday in the Rectory Chapel.  You are also invited to attend the 7 PM Adult Bible Study.  This is open to anyone high school and above.  If interested call Steve or Sherry Buit at 812-820-7956. 

Please keep in your prayers our First Eucharist children:  Bryson Andasol, Kennedy Andasol, Tristan Taylor Buit, James Allan Gilbert, Joseph Santiago Gilbert, Jovany Alexis Guzman, Laisha Guadalupe Guzman, Matthew Lawrence Hahn, Andrew Jose Navarro, Joshua Alejandro Navarro, Evanne Brooke Newland, and Irene Romero.  The First Eucharist Retreat is Sat., Mar. 27, 9:00am. The First Eucharist Weekend is Apr. 24 & 25. Also keep in your prayers Jessica Arriaga as she completes R.C.I.A.

If you have not yet ordered your copy of the “History of St. Michael – Volume II” you can still do so by calling the Rectory during regular office hours  OR  if you have ordered and paid for your books they can be picked up at the Rectory during the same hours.  
The next Sesquicentennial Meeting will be Wed. Mar 24 after 6:00 Mass.

Jean Martin would like a ride from River Crossing in Charlestown to Mass at St. Michael.  If anyone would be willing to stop and pick her up please contact her at 256-2141.  Thanks for your help! 

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER 

Faith Formation classes for 2yrs. old thru adults

10:00 am

Mar. 14 – All classes meet 

                  Parent First Eucharist Meeting

Mar. 18 – 7:00-7:30pm - Communal Reconciliation at 

                 St. Michael  (The Criterion information is 

                 incorrect)
Mar. 21 – No classes – Spring Break

Mar. 23 – Prison Mass 6:30pm

Mar. 28 – No classes – Spring Break – Palm Sunday

                 Smorgasbord 11:00am-1:00pm

          ST. M./ST. FX YOUTH GAME NIGHT
St. Francis Xavier and St. Michael invite youth Grades 6-12 to Youth Game Night at St. Michael on Sun., Mar. 14, 6-8 pm.  Bring a friend or two – all youth are welcome.  Please bring a 2 liter of your favorite drink.  $2 suggested donation for food

[image: image3.png]


    The Pastor’s Corner
Change In Mass Schedule

Due to communal reconciliation services the Wednesday mass will be at 6:00 pm at St. Francis.  The mass on Thursday will be at 8:30 am at St. Michael.  The Communal Reconciliation Service will be on Thursday at 7:00 pm at St. Michael.  (The Criterion information is incorrect.)
Bottle Boomerang Concludes Today
Many thanks to all who participated in the Baby Bottle Boomerang Program.  The people at St. Elizabeth’s Home are very appreciative of your support.
Pastoral Councils
St. Michael Pastoral Council will meet on Tuesday, March 16 at 6:45 pm (following the 6:00 pm mass).

St. Francis Pastoral Council will meet on Thursday, March 25 at 7:30 pm (following the 7:00 pm mass).
                                          Fr. Steve


[image: image4.wmf]
Lenten Calendar For St. Michael & St. Francis

Every Friday of Lent At St. Michael

K of C Fish Fry: 5-7 pm  Way of the Cross: 7:00 pm

RCIA

The Scrutinies - 3rd -5th Sunday of Lent

Communal Reconciliation Service

7:00 pm Thursday March 18 at St. Michael
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Holy Week

Palm Sunday – 3/28

Chrism Mass At The Cathedral 3/30

(Car Pool Departing at 3:30 pm)

Holy Thursday – 7:00 pm – St. Francis

Good Friday – 2:00 pm – St. Michael

                                  6:00 pm – Hispanic Passion

Holy Saturday – 8:00 pm – St. Michael

Easter

Anointing of the Sick – May 2
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All Fridays of Lent– Abstinence

Ash Wednesday & Good Friday– Fasting & Abstinence

To everything there is a season and a time to every purpose under heaven, a time to be born, a time to love, a time to heal, a time to die and a time of peace.” Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

PLEASE PRAY FOR HEALTH & STRENGTH:   

Joyce Badger,  Dave Banet, Frankie Banet, Jerry Banet, Nolan Banet, Roberta Bastian, Bea Beach, Cletus Bowe, Pat Broemeling, Eric Buit, Edith Clemons, Wilma Conard, Susana Contreras, Kaydance Couch, Bobby Cross, Kaitlyn D’Angelo, Lydia Downey, Robert Fawver,  Danny Fleming,  Mark Furnish, Mike Grolmes, Judy Guthrie, Landon Guthrie, Anthony Wayne Harbeson, Roger Dale Harbeson, Jim Harbeson, Ruth Higbie, Darian Higdon, Curtis Ingram, Aiden Johnson, Peggy Kelshaw, Stephen Korty, Lottie Lahey, Lisa Lanham, Bill Martin, Carolyn McGinnis, Catherine Mulhall, Ethan Naville, Mitch Newland, Hilda Nimphie, Mary Ann Pemberton,  Ethan Phillips, Mary Ridenour, Marie Schafer, Brenna Schiesing, Bill Short, Aiden Skees, Pam Stoner, Scott Thompson, Bernard Wessel, Logan Westerhouse, Kenneth Yost

Deceased - March 6 – Martyne Sheehan

Names will remain on the list for 6 months unless you tell us to remove them or request that they be kept longer.

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR MEN & WOMEN WHO ARE SERVING IN THE MILITARY

Brandon Beswick, Donald Bloss, Carol Bower, Jonathan Dean, Cathy Jo Donahue, Christopher Donahue, Joseph Kyle Donahue, John Emery, David Fouts, Sam Goffinet, Bradley Guernsey, Christopher Hahn, Steven Hahn, Curt Higdon, Dustin Kavanaugh, B. J. Meredith, Brian Meredith, John Mulhall, Stephen Mulhall, Thomas Mulhall, Roman Nalley, Kyle Ruiz, Jay Rutledge, Travis Williams, Troy Williams 

If you know someone who needs to be put on this list, please call the Rectory.

Collections for Mar. 7
St. Michael/Spanish               $ 2,991.76
St. Francis Xavier                   $ 1,396.30

The Archdiocese of Indianapolis thanks you for your donations to Haiti Disaster Relief.  They inform us that Congress has amended the tax law to permit you to deduct relief contributions made between Jan. 22 and Mar 1 on your 2009 tax return.  They suggest that you check with your tax consultant. 
Forget yourself for others and others will never forget you.  Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them; for this is the law and the prophets.  
Matthew 7:12
Part-time evening custodian position available at Our Lady of Providence Jr./Sr. High School.  If interested mail your resume to Toby Wright, Facilities Manager, 707 Providence Way, Clarksville, IN 47129 or email twright@providencehigh.net.  For more details call Toby at 945-2538 ext. 327.
Providence Self Sufficiency Ministries is accepting applications for Residence at The Meadows of Guerin, Inc.  These are one bedroom independent living apartments for people 62 and older with low incomes.  Call Janet Koch at 812-951-1878.

Mar 15-19 the St. Michael Childcare Center will hold a Food Drive.  Personal Hygiene items are the focus but all donations are appreciated and can be dropped off at the school during regular hours. 

St. Joseph School in Corydon is selling raffle chances for 2 tickets to the NCAA Men’s Basketball Final Four and Championship Game in Indianapolis on Apr. 3 & 5.  The tickets are for seats in Level 200 of Lucas Oil Stadium.  Only 125 chances will be sold.  Chances cost $50 and the winner will be named on Mar 17.  Contact the school office at 812-738-4549 for more information.

Thurs. Mar. 18 – The Ladies Club of St. Joseph Hill invites you to a Dessert Card Party at 7:00 pm.  Admission-$5 (includes dessert).  Quilt Raffle, Prizes, Fun!

Thurs. Mar 18 – Providence will host its annual Golden Reunion Dinner at 6:00 pm followed by a special presentation of “Golden Diplomas”. For reservations or more info call 945-3350 or email advancement@providencehigh.net. 
Sat. Mar. 20 - You are invited to a St. Patrick’s Day Dinner Party at St. Joseph-Corydon for a green celebration.  Buffet will open at 7pm with traditional Irish fare.  There will be a cash bar featuring wine and green beer.  Live music begins at 8pm – pie/cake auction.  Tickets may be purchased by calling 812-738-2742.

Mon. Apr. 5 -Catholics Returning Home will begin at Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 7:30-9:00 PM.  For more info call Ann Marie at 949-7685, Tony at 945-3112, arhayes8246@msn.com, or visit their website at www.olphna.org.

Tues., Apr. 13 - Virtus Training – 6:30-9:00, at St. Augustine.

Sun. Apr. 18, FOOD+BIBLE=FAITH ROCKS in the St. Paul Activity Center Gym, 6-7:30pm.  They will be talking about and sampling different foods found in the Bible.  To register see your youth minister.

New Albany Deanery Catholic Youth Ministries

Jeff Jenkins, 945-2000

jeff@nadyouth.org

High School
What role can faith play in addressing all the suffering we see in the world?  The “I Want 2 Live” retreat, scheduled for April 10-11 at Mt. St. Francis, is a weekend designed to help you learn to become an agent of change.  $85 – Deadline is March 26
Young adults ages 23-39

***Spring Theology on Tap begins on Feb. 2 with meetings on the 1st & 2nd Tuesdays of Feb., Mar. and Apr. at Richo’s/New Albanian in New Albany.

***Pasta With Pastor night with guest pastor, Fr. Eric Augenstein will be Fri. Mar. 26, 6:30 pm at Our Lady of Perpetual Help.  This is your chance to get to know local priests in an informal setting while enjoying lasagna with other young adults.

You can receive a list of the St. Meinrad retreats by calling 812-357-6585, 800-581-6905, e-mail: mzoeller@saintmeinrad.edu, or on their website at www.saintmeinrad.edu.

Don’t forget to check the bulletin board at St. Michael.  It is updated regularly.  Also don’t forget to thank Chuck for his hard work in keeping it new and interesting.

St. Michael and St. Francis Xavier Sacrament Preparation:  The Faith Formation Commission, the Pastor, and the Archdiocese state that a child must be enrolled and attend classes a year before receiving the Sacrament of Baptism, First Reconciliation, First Eucharist, or Confirmation.  Baptism of children under school age requires the parents to meet with the pastor.
ST. MICHAEL EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER

812-256-3503, Rita Poff, Director

Mon-Fri., 7AM-6PM

Infant Care
Day Care:  Full or part time for ages 2-6

Before & After Care:  ages 6-12

Summer Camp:  ages 6-12

Pre-School:  9-11:30AM, Tues. & Thurs.

Pre-K:  9-11:30AM or 12:30-3PM, Mon., Wed., & Fri.

Full Day Accredited Kindergarten:  8:20AM-2:40PM
Other Catholic Schools

Pre-K thru Grade 6: St. Paul 246-3266

Grades 7-12: Our Lady of Providence 945-2538

