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NEWS RELEASE – NEWS RELEASE – NEWS RELEASE  

The Second Edition on the History of St. Michael Church published 

As Saint Michael’s prepares to celebrate its 150th Anniversary in September of this year, the second volume on the history of St. Michael Catholic Church in Charlestown, by author Chuck E. Ledbetter, Sr., has been published. 
The first volume was released in November 2009, and on the occasion of the release of the second book, Father Steve Schaftlein, pastor of St. Michael’s said, “We are delighted to publish the second volume of the history of St. Michael Parish. Chuck focuses on the stories and recollections of a number of senior members who have spent most, if not all, of their lives here at St. Michael’s. These stories are a reminder of the faith journey we have already travelled.”These senior parishioners are in their 90 plus years of life! One of them is the oldest living member at 98!
The book also chronicles the remarkable and amazing story of Maryknoll Sister Martha Bourne. “She will celebrate her 50 year jubilee with the Maryknollers stationed in New York in May 2010.” He went on to indicate, “Sister Martha and the Bourne family, Ralph and Anna Francis, were very active members of St. Michael Parish back in the 1940’s  until they moved to Jeffersonville, Indiana, in the 1960’s. She has quite a story to tell her St. Michael family since leaving home.”
Another story tells the unbelievable discovery of pictures lost for many years and rediscovered while Chuck was putting together the second installment. They are photographs of the church fire in 1928 on Morrow Street. The pictures were discovered during an inventory of the Charlestown-Clark County Public Library back in the spring of 2009. 
Chuck said, “They are visual reminders of what actually took place on that horrible day when our church was completely destroyed. Thanks to Tamsie Meurer, Director of the Charlestown-Clark County Public Library and her staff for finding these historical photographs.” 
The first principal of St. Michael Elementary School, Franciscan Sister Adelaide Geis, is also featured with pictures and details of her early life and her love and devotion in serving students of all walks of life through her ministry of teaching. As one former student put it, “She made learning easy and had such a ‘wonderment’ and ‘awed’ reverence for all of God’s creation as both teacher and friend.” 
Chuck, who has been working on the manuscript since April 2009, completed the project in February 2010. He said, “The book was a delight to put together, and being able to interview other former parishioners added to the richness of his life as a member of St. Michael’s.” Chuck indicated that he owed a great debt of gratitude to, “Many people in the Archdiocese of Indianapolis, Sisters of St. Francis, Oldenburg; Mount. St. Francis, Tamsie Muerer of the Charlestown-Clark County Public Library and staff, parishioners, John Gellhaus and Bernard Wessel, who provided a storehouse of knowledge on the past.” Finally, Chuck said, “The parishioners are the real story tellers of the book.” If you would like to order the book, you can get more details by going online to St. Michael’s website: www.stmichaelstfrancis.com  
Father Steve Schaftlein ended by saying, “I am sure that you will treasure these stories as much as I. Their stories are the story of all the people of St. Michael – past, present, and future.”

